By William Innes Homer, Ph.D.

P ® Tg

iliiam T-Innes, 3 name rup@

and admired by most aquarists,

young and old, was a pathfinder

for fishkeeping hobbyists. He

almost singlehandedly opened up
the mysteries of the aquarium field to a wide
public. Innes did this by writing, editing, and
publishing books and articles on exotic
aquarium fish that have since become standard
guides to the subject. Moreovey, in 1932 he
founded an auth hly fish
periodical, The Aquarium

A GRANDSON LOOKS BACK
1am William T. Innes's grandson and can
speak with authority on “Beep,” as the younger

Modern aquarists will enjoy this
intimate stroll down memory lane
with the grandson of the
“Dean of American Aquarists”
William T. Innes.
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never developed in that
n, despite many trips with him
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ms and “how-to" sessions to
Innes” color plates).

SE OF AN AQUARIST ICON
jump backwards in time to
s of William T. Innes, the
ject of this article. He was
hiladelphia in 1874. His
‘was a school teacher and his
newspaper compositor who set
slowly by hand. Linotype
hines were soon replacing hand-
- for newspapers, so Innes
opened a print shop on Sansom
nd brought in his two sons,

by Innes & Sons was Richard
’s Cosmic Consciousness,

{501 The type was set by This is a 1935 color plate of guppies (then Lebistes reticulatus, now Poecilia reticulatus) taken by
my great-grandfather, and the  william T. Innes. Innes became well-known for his beautiful color images of fish. These color
k was executed mostly by my photos became known as “Innes plates.”
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¥ grapny, a s
pation with camera work as a
of aesthetic expression. They
ed to separate photography from
descriptive purposes and place it in
service of art. Innes was active in
eve il Philadelphia camera clubs and
ted in some of the more
minent salons, the most important
fhich were organized or inspired by
ter photographer Alfred Stieglitz, a
Yorker.
From these models, Innes learned the
of photographing all subjects,
ding fish, and this experience gave
the necessary background to create
authoritative “Innes plates” These
in effect, retouched color
aphs of fish that incorporated
itive human perceptions that could
be captured by the color film of
es's day. He also learned to photograph
fish not only singly but also in pairs.
plates, reproduced in Innes's books
articles, became world standards.
‘When asked how he arrived at his
phasis on the fish hobby, he wrote in
tter to me:
had also become interested in
graphy. At that time amateur
graphers had become interested in
g unusual subjects. Naturally mine
s fishes and aquatic plants, not dreamng
ing the results.
not long that I determined to

cover of Innes’s most influential
book: Exotic Aquarium Fishes
is classic work went through 19
rough the years.
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The "Diatom" is a high-speed auxillary filter designed to filter aquarium
water to an extremely pure state, Used properly, your Diatom will

eliminate the need to "tear down" or disassemble your aquarium to
clean it. The Diatom filter is designed to operate as a full-time filter.

THE RESULTS ARE CRYSTAL CLEAR!!!

The D-1 delivers up to 325 gallons of micron filtered water per hour
for about one amp per hour of electricity. This filter can be used on
freshwater tanks as well as saltwater tanks and is designed to filter
aquariums that hold 10 to 75 gallons of water.
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it was partly from his plain-
talking Quaker teachers at
Friends’ Central School in
Philadelphia (class of 1892). As
for his enthusiasm for fish, that
was a gradual process. It began
with his mother’s example: @
passionate dedication to nature
study This included her raising.
common goldfish in a 13-gallon
aquarium, which she kept for
17 years.

Innes also owed much to a
Columbia Photographic
Society friend who introduced
him to the Aquarium Society
of Philadelphia. (Innes was
later to become president) He
wrote that he “became an
instant convert to the fancy
Goldfish and its enthusiastic
breeders ... They had a cult

that was quite clear.” (Letter to W.LH,,

April 7, 1965) collaborate with Beep in the third
His interest in fish broadened edition of 1926, there were 15 revised

rapidly: Innes began to investigate editions up to and including 1932

tropicals, “mainly studying the rather

helpful catalogs of the German dealers,  THEAQUARIUM

and also associates and members of the
N.Y. Aquarium Society, whose interest

Pictured is the 1932 debut cover of The Aquarium. The
Aquarium paved the way for all aquarium publications to
follow, including Freshwater and Marine Aquarium (FAMA)
and Aquarium Fish International.

Myers, a younger ichthyologist, began

In 1932, my grandfather started his
own periodical, The Aquarium. In each

lay almost exclusively in imported monthly issue, he demonstrated his
‘tropicals.” (Letter to W.LH, April 7,1965)  unified knowledge of fish photograp!:
This was the start of a love affair printing and marketing in a seamles:
between Innes and “exotic” aquarium whole welded together by a writing
fish that lasted untﬂ_ his (_kath in 1969. style that reduced complicated matte!

_ The early stages in this evolution of o simple statements. (To this day.
;r::er'est were given focus by Innes & when I need to clear up my prose sty
h'she&Amr:hmberofum w""“‘““‘"" any.{ ook and read a couple of
Sockls APt mm.‘;m PAges to get on course again.)

in vain for  publisher. Beep looked He challenged the Depression,

the plunge and had finally took  achieving remarkably high circulat '
grandfather hlndmmyﬂmgut' of figures for a specialized magazine of
385-page boom-mms.-'m,mI m? this kind. He broke ground in aquar
volume in 1908, Owingto e = |
misunderstandings and a conflict of MORE INFO*
interest over the merits of goldfish !
versus “tropicals,” Beep t the ri

to Wolf's text and then !:mughbongh t mt:dm ";n D’:vmgd
new book, Goldfish Varieties and Tropical ne” poster

Aquarium Fishes in 1917. Dr. George s,

esTimeline-

* publishing by furmnishing his own

intensified color plates for the cover, as
well as text illustrations and personally
answering questions of writers whose

Jetters to the editor were not selected

for publication.

~ EXOTIC AQUARIUM FISHES
The book Exotic Aquarium Fishes

- (1935) was my grandfather’s crowning

" achievement. It was illustrated mainly
with his color plates, handsomely bound
in a waterproof jacket with elegance and

-~ care. The book was designed to go
through periodic updates, or editions,
and it experienced 19 of these under
Innes's direction. It quickly became the

 definitive handbook for “exotic” lovers
and defined Innes as the dean of
/American aquarists. His close friend

 Myers assisted in this effort, but 0.D.M
(Ole Doc Myers, as he was called)

" modestly took a back seat and let
Innes’s light shine. There were other
books from Innes, but none — including
The Modern Aquarium, Aquarium
Highlights, Your Aquarium, Goldfish
Varieties and Water Gardens — rivaled
‘Exotic Aquarium Fishes in popularity.

Y

CLOSING THOUGHTS

On his 80th birthday, February 2, 1954,
Innes’s friend, Myers (O.D.M.) wrote:

He is one of the least assuming of men.
He has never pretended to be a scientific
authority of this or that, as many in his
position might have a tendency to do. He is
still a learner in the aquarium and fish

WANT MORE INFO?
oo

Witness more of the friends, family,
places and accomplishments of the
Dean of American Aquarists, William
T. Innes!
Watch our slideshow at
FishChannel.com/Innes.
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game (as are all great men in their own
lines) and any other attitude would be quite
foreign to him. And this unassuming
quality, together with his real interest in his
fellow men, make Bill Innes the finest friend
@ man could have. — The Aquarium, Vol.
23, No. 2 (February 1954), p.39.

Temple University even went so far
as to confer the honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree on him in 1951.

1 have found that the work of William
T. Innes commands attention and respect
all over the world. He is seen as the
senior statesman among fish fanciers, a
pioneer in opening up the world of exotic
fish and water gardens to the general
public. Today, his groundbreaking
innovations in fish culture may seem
slightly out of date to some — but his role
as a pathfinder remains secure. Afl

William Innes Homer is professor
emeritus of art history at the University of
Delaware. He has written 11 books, mainly on
the subject of late 19th and 20th century
American art and photography. He is the
grandson of William T. Innes, dean of
American aquanists, and spent his early years
living with his grandparents in Philadelphia
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